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ABSTRACT or FACTS, &e. 


p Men who have . to themſelves the Title : 
of Reformers, began without the pretence of any 
; complaint « Or grievance reſpecting the Management of 
the Revenues by the Magiſtrates and Councellors, or 
| Corporators of the Cities and Towns of N orth Bri- : ; 


The publications dif perſed 15 n tended onlyt to ex- : 
Alte diſcontent againſt the mode eſtabliſhed by law, for oF 
| the Election of the Repreſentatives in Parliament, gr 1 Ti 


theſe Boroughs. ; ; | | 

As s oor as all hopes of has revolution in 1 _—_— bi 

was quaſhed, by the determination of the Honourable og 4 

4 Houſe of Commons, they varied their object to an Inno- | | 

: vation in the Election of the Mayors, Bailiffs, Common 40 
B Coun- 


1 
Council- men, and Executive Officers, by whom the 
Members of the Legiſlatures of the Towns in Scotland 


are — 


With this Propofit tion they artfully blended a gene- 


ral Accuſation againſt the Corporations of the Cities 


and Towns, of Corruption, and Miſapplication of the 


Funds * to the uſe and e of theſe 


Bodies. 


Pains were next inken to make the People i in the North 


5 believe, that the Corporation of each Town in England 
could be ſued and diſturbed for every act of Adminif- 
i tration in the expenditure of the common Revenue, at 


the inſtance of an one or more of the ordinary 
; Citizens. 


— 


This power has in truth never been 7814 by any £ 


nation of Europe, ancient or modern, to the folly or the 
paſſions of the multitude, and the Common Law of 5 
England acknowledges no ſuch dangerous power 1 
: the People. It is often found difficult to prevail with 5 
reſpectable Citizens to exerciſe the functions of Ma- : 
giſtracy, and rather than undertake it, experience de- 8 
monſtrates in both kin gdoms, that there are men 
who ſubmit to heavy fines. Were they to be ex- 
poſed to the attacks of indiſcriminate folly or male vo- 


lence, 


lence, no men of character would be found to 
undertake thoſe burthens of civil life. 


The Li and Practice of England ſtand preciſely 
thus :---The King's Majeſty is the Protector of all the 
Funds appropriated dy his Subjects to the purpoſes of 
Charity, and he has a right to enquire into, and e en- 
Ae the ee IPPHCAFION, of ſuch Funds. 


* * + 
| * 


The Attorney-General, Ae on behalf pf His 
Majeſty, may correct any abuſe falling within his own 
. knowledge, by information 1 in the Courts of Law; but 

as it is not ſuppoſed that Mr. Attorney 8 information 
can be univerſal, he brings his Action upon the relation 


ems 


a of any perſon ' concerned, taking alw "ays the relator 


bound for the Coſts, in caſe of an il-founded or 


I frivolous complaint. As. the Eftates of the Boroughs 


a were granted to the reſpective Corporations for public 
purpoſes, that is, for public works ! in their Towns, 1 


11 preſumed an Action againſt a Corporation would be 


entertained in the King's Courts againſt. any perſon or 
perſons, for waſte or miſapplication of the common and 


: appropriated Revenue; and alſo for any Funds they may 5 


bold in truſt deſtined for ſpecial public purpoſes, and ; 


that either at the fuit of Mr. Attorney-General, or upon 


the relation of private Burgeſſes, as inCharities. The caſes 


are 
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are almoſt analogous, and His Majefty holds equal 
intereſt in both, all Boroughs Corporate being crea- 
tions of the Crown, 3 — Eſtates * . | 
Grants oa Charters. | | | 


„ Hah the Oe of theſe Towns have held 
their Eſtates (many of them) from periods almoſt co 
eval with the Monarchy, the Records of the Courts 

of Law ſcarcely afford an inſtance or precedent of any 


ſuch ſuit or information being actually N or 
| determined. n e 


0 * CC 0 7 ＋ 4 N D. 


The matter of the; Public Revenues of the "Ivins, | 


ſyſeas. 
The 2 ebe have an advantage un- 5 
known to thoſe of England: Repreſentatives from a 
= the Whole of them aſſemble annually at Edinburgh, 
Where the affairs of Trade in general, and the public 
ſchemes agitated at the time for national improvement, 
are treated of, and I if approved in Convention, ſupported 
by the common influence and Funds. Theſe Funds 
ariſe from a contribution laid on by the Convention it- 


oy 


r 

1 : 

* 

. . | | | ſelf, 
* ; | e 8 ” 5 < f : > 


bas, for above a century paſt, been reduced t to a regular 


( 9 ) 
ſelf, according to the abilities of the place. The leſſer 
Towns are aided in their public works by the richer. 
The quota of the Land-Tax to be paid by each, is pro- 


portioned among them; and the obſervance of public 
beneficial laws, recommended and enforced. 


Theſe powers are founded upon ancient Statutes of 


the Parliament of Scotland, enlarged and explained by 


ſubſequent Statutes, and by the deciſion of Courts of 


Law. In regard, therefore, that the Boroughs of Scot- 
land are thus joined in a common intereſt, and one of 
their chief cares has been, that no Member of the 
great body be allowed to decay or to periſh. . he 
burden or quota paid 15 it to the Public, would! in that | 


_ caſe fall upon the reſt. 


Every thing relative to ) the Buſineſs, has always been 
conducted with as much economy and diſcretion, as any 
inſtitution of the kingdom has to boaſt of. When diſ- 


cords amongſt the Citizens or Inhabitants of a partiular 


Town ariſe, the Convention ſend Commiſſioners to en- 
. quire into, and determine the differences amicably. Diſ- 
1 putes of this kind ſometimes originate about the Manage- _ 

ment of the Public Funds. If therefore the Convention. 


finds any Juſt ground of complaint, they never fail to give 


E *in redreſs 
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6 
redreſs either by their own authority, or to order their 
Agent to proſecute in the Court of Seſſion, and theſe 
Actions have uniformly been ſuſtained. | 

By this method, the greateſt animoſities have-been 
allayed; improper and vexatious actions prevented; and 
every real wrong redreſſed. The Reformers ſay, 
„That it is not ſufficient, becauſe the Convention are 
« compoſed of Magiſtrates and Common Council-men, 

+ who may be partial to their brethren.” The anſwer 
| is, That theſe Gentlemen have not been able to charge 
the Convention with any one act of partiality or ne- 
glect of juſtice; and they do not chuſe to reflect, that 


there is not a ſingle complaint of that nature, during 
the long paring of their juriſdiction. 


"If a | Councillor, Magiſtrate, | Or bir of Sh Cor- | 
poration, ſhall be of opinion that any miſapplication or 
wrong is committed by the majority of the Corporators, 
2. has a right to ſae before the Court of Seſſion, for 
On redreſs ; ; and even after the expiration of his office, the 
RR. right continues in him. In the firſt Parliament of Wil- 
liam and Mary, an Act, anno 1693, paſſed, for regulat- | 
ing the Contraction of Debts by the Borough Corpora- 
tions : 525 It 1s by that Law provided, That previous to the 
borrowing 


( 11 ) 


borrowing of any Sum, a Corporate Act ſhall paſs at a 


full Meeting, ſpecifying the uſes and purpoſes to which. 
the Money is to be applied; and declaring, that in caſe 


of the omiſſion of ſuch an Act, or that the reaſon or 
cauſes ſpecified ſhall not be found true or real, the Bor- 


rowers ſhall be liable to indemnify the Town out of 
their private fortunes. Action! is, by the Statute, given 
to any Burgeſſes Who have been in the offices of Pro- 
voſt, Ballie, or Dean of Guild: In practice, the Action 


is extended to all the Members of Council. 


The Reformers ſay, th at this Statute i is nugatory, be- 
cauſe it gives Action only to thoſe who have been in 
a Council; and with an air of deriſion, it is aſked, 
« © Againſt whom this Action i 18 to be brought ? 7 cc Why 
. « againſt themſelves ! * By this ſarcaſm, the Gen- | 
| tlemen would have it believed, that the Members of all 
the Borough Corporations are of one Party, and of the 
ſame opinion. 3 needleſs to mention, that there is 
RE ſcarcely an inſtance to be given of ſuch an union at any 
time, Or in any one Town in the kingdom. 8 Wherever 
Aa wrong 18 committed by a majority, a minority is never 
1 wanting, ready and willing to avail themſelves of the : 
- fault. One point the Statute further eſtabliſhes, Viz. That 
| the Revolution Parliament never intended to eſt that | 


power — 
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1 | power in the Burgeſſes at 15 or to truſt them with the Action 


; againſt Magiſtrates, which the Fan. Reformers are now 8 
| manding. C 


Ine Statute further declares, © That the Over-ſight | 
| and Controul of the Public Goods and Revennes of 
=: e the Royal Burghs, and Adminiſtration thereof, do- 


6 undoubtedly belong to Their Majetties, by . of 
« their Prerogative Royal. 8 ; 


ps ON 8 re — 3 , 2 "= IP 
* - 


* His Majeſty, therefore, ſhall be adviſed that therei iS 
any Wron g committed againſt his intereſt, or the intereſt 
of the community, the Lord Advocate may inſtitute 
an Action for Redreſs or otherwiſe; the Kin gmay grant a 
5 commiſſion for a general inquiſition into the affairs of all 
1 the Boroughs, a and may in Council correct every error or : 
wrong in the Adminiſtration of the Revenue.“ 


Thus t the remedies for \ wrongs againſt the Burgal Re- 

venues in Scotland, are complete and ſyſtematic; where- 
as in England the Action itſelf ſtands without precedent, | 
and is only preſumed to lie from analogy. The pre- 
tended Reformers began their attack upon the Political 


E 5 Con- 


*The Reformers are attempting to make free with this branch of prerogative, | 
without the Royal conſent, or even a reſpectful notice to the Officers of State. 


4 1 
Conſtitution of their Country, without one word of 
complaint upon the ſubject of the Revenues. The 


meaſure was ſtarted in aid of the political deſign: 


Conſcious, however, that it behoved them either to 
have Facts, or the appearance of Facts, to go upon, 
the Party were _ to advertiſe for Grievances, “ 


It is ſeveral years ſince an Inquiſition was in this 
manner inſtituted: Nothing, after all, came forth, ex- 
cept confident, vague afſertions, | and general abuſe 
againſt the Magiſtrates, for what they were pleaſed to 
call the Internal Government of the Boroughs. 


It was not till the ; not. current March, that a Paper ; 
0 was publiſhed, under the title of * Reſolutions of the 
n Committee eſtabliſned in London, for conducting the 
0 Application to Parliament, on the Subject of the Re- 
4 formof the Internal Government of the Royal Burghs 
« of Scotland.” »* The miſerable ſcarcity of materials for 
any one purpoſe which the Committee had to work 
with, induced them to make a Paſticcio of the whole, 
- mn order to take the chance of ſapporti g general inde- 


| finite Prejudices. 


tes ©, 5.7 4 LBS 


2 Vide Minutes of the Committee, 
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The firſt evidence of Grievance in this behalf brought 
by the Reformers, is humiliating for the Cauſe of their 
Party :---They are obliged to recur to ſome Scottiſh Sta- 
tutes in the reign of James the Sixth, which make men- 
tion of “ grievances and Wrongs done to the Boroughs, 
„ by Noblemen, Gentlemen, and others, getting admiſ- 
“ ſion into the Magiſtracy, who had no right to thoſe 
* Offices, and for the redreſs of which abuſe theſe 
& Acts were made,” The Hiſtory of the Royal Bo- 
roughs during the unhappy reigns of the laſt century, | 
bears record that they were long oppreſſed by a power- 
ful Ariſtocracy, and ſuffered all the evils and! injuries 
attendant upon ſuch T1 ſtate of things.------Beſides, 
the Revenues of the Boroughs were made a prey to | 
needy Courtiers ; and it is certain, that the apparent care 
; and attention appearing in many public Acts, reſpecting 
the Revenues of the Towns, had no other object than 
to aford information to the Court, which of the Towns 8 
could beſt afford an immediate ſum of money to gra- | 
tify a Royal Favourite. N he proofs of ſuch Brie | 
ances are abundant in the archives of the times,---- | 
The Writers of this Paper ſhall content themſelves with 
quoting the Statute of the 1 3th Parliament of James the 
Sixth, c. 1 IC; The Statute provides, . That the Reve- 
« nues of the common gude, and patrimony of all 
0 * Burghs within this realm, fall be zeirly beſtowed, * 


« the : 


TW 1 


C 


- 


& of allannerly, 8&c. And that the ſamine be na uther- 
« wiſe beſtowed or converted to quhat-ſum-ever uſe, or 


« alteration, maid there-anent, in haill or in part: not- 
« withtanding of quhat-ſum-ever commiſſion, charge of direction, 
= given be his Majeſty at any time heretofore, be procurement of 
& particular Parties in the contrait : And notwithſtanding. 


“ quhat-ſum-ever Statute, Ordinance, or Decreete fol- 


“ lowing or preceeding thereupon: Quhilks commiſ- 
(e 


= 


ſions, charges, decreites and ordinances, with all that 
= 


Lay 


has followed, or may follow thereupon ; his Majeſtie 
Le with adviſe foreſaid, expreſsly reducis, retreats. and 
5 reſcindis be their ne . 


an 


This Act FY not prevent deprofatigns by authority. 5 


: they Were continued under various pretences and co- 


lours, during the ſuccceding reigns, down to the Revo- nm 


lution. 


The Magiſtrates at this time were not the Defaulters 
of the Revenues. The remedy propoſed i in all caſes, was 
to reſtore them to the Adninifration 5 the Magiſtrates and 
; Councellors, | 


The Reformers have, with much apparent ſolemnity, = 


nen a Commiſſion iſſued by Charles the Second, in 
proof 


the ſight of the Magiſtrates and Councell of the ſaidis 
„ Burrowes, to the doing of the commoun affairs there- 


„„ TOE rn on nnd” 4 — EIES 


proof of the Miſmanagement of the Magiſtrates 
and Councils of theſe times, as if the laboured, affected 
Preambles of ſuch Commiſſions -would any where 


be received in evidence of Facts. The Prefaces of Royal 
Grants in that age, were notor iouſly known to have very 
little relation to truth---they were too often dictated by 
intereſted Parties ; and the Common Law not unfre- 


quently r efuſed them any degree of credit. The 
public Statutes of the Kingdom give teſtimony, that the 


decay of the Burghs was imputed to different * 
and to a different claſs of men. 5 


The Commiſſion alluded to, is, in all probability, the 
diction of a Perſonage who only wiſhed to know where 


Money was to be found, in order to get at it. The Re- 
formers are welcome to term it a fine delineation of the 
Royal Pencil. The Delineator, whoever he Was, for- 
got to mention how much the features he was deſcrib- 
ing had been defaced by the Servants of the Crown, and 
by none more than by the Miniſters of Charles the Second. ; 

1 Every perſon the leaſt acqainted with the ſubject, knows 
that the Chief Towns in the Kingdom, and Edinburgh | 
in particular, were {tripped of their property by the 
Duale of Lauderdale, the Chief of theſe Miniſters. The 


Com miſſion alluded to had no conſequences---Like a 
mere libel, it fell to the ground TON the Boroughs 


mer * 


627) 


were diſtreſſed, might have been true ; but had ſuch a 
Commiſſion been fairly executed, it would have appear- 
ed to whom the evils deſcribed were to be imputed. 


A form of that kind, once upon record, is copied as 
a precedent for centuries. At the Revolution there was 
a ſincere inclination to heal the wounds of the Royal 
f Boroughs -A Commiſſion Was ordered, and evidently 


copied from the laſt ſtanding on the books: . Nothing 


followed upon either, and conſequently both went for 


nothin g. 


The Reformers have deſcended to excerpt a com- . 
plaint of Mr. Anderſon, a Magiſtrate of Glaſgow, as far 8 
back as the year 1691, containing ſome reflections upon 
former Adminiſtrations. The Magiſtrates, at the Re- 
volution (of which Mr. Anderſon was one) and all the 


other Executive officers of the Kingdom, were very 


: fond of laying every ſpecies of blame upon their Pre- 
deceſſors of the former Government. This is a never 
3 failing conſequence, in great changes of men and 
G meaſures in the State.---Mr. Anderſon declined to make 15 
good his accuſation; and nothing can more clearly | 
ſhew the miſerable reſources to which the Reformers | 


are driven, than their founding upon ſuch a Paper, as 


p evidence againſt the Magiſtrates and Councellors in 


the year TT: 
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41 
The Reformers arrive at laſt at the 18th century, 
and make a ſhew of circumſtantial Accuſations againſt 
particular Boroughs, ſelected, as they ſay, from Hiſto- 
rical Accounts, which have been laid before them by 


their Party in the reſpective Towns. The Agents for 


the Royal Boroughs knew nothing of theſe Charges till 
the 18th of laſt month. Excerpts were immediately 


tranſmitted to each of the Towns concerned. The 
Anſwers received are in the Sequel to be ſubmitted to 


a 


ce 


66 


gs conSideration. 


The fir rſt, 18 the Town of 


INVERNESS. 


«6 IN this Borangh (fay the Reformers),” the public | 
roy erty alienated, within the laſt century, by the 
different leading Magiſtrates, in favour of themſelves 
and their Adherents, for trifling Feu-Duties, * not 
exceeding in all 20l. per annum, now yields above 
"Joel. Herling of yearly rent. 1 


«a No 


* 


ANSWER. 


"4xtis properties feriec oi, confiliec chiefly ofereacor-. 
pieces of waſte ground within the limits of the Burgh, 
. for the purpoſes of buildin 853 $ and of barren heath 


7 


grounds 


* A Feu-Duty in Scotland is a perpetual rent... The * or Grantees, 


bald the land for overs wu e of a certain rent to the Superior or Grantor. 


„ 
: grounds which formerly made no returns to the Com- 
| munity. 1 1 £ 0 1 


Theſe lands were previouſly ſurveyed by the Council, 


and Prices put on them by ſkilful Valuators. In theſe 
tranſactions, the Magiſtrates and Council conſulted at 


once the increaſe and improvement of the Town 


itſelf, and its Revenue, both of them had other ways 
been fatally checked. Inſtead of malevolent reflec- 5 


tions, the Magiſtrates of this Town are confident, that 


the meaſures. complained of do honour to their Pre- 
5 deceſſors and themſelves. They have therefore order- 
ed a ſearch to be made, in order to diſcover all the | 


grounds fened out ſince the beginning of this century, 


which is: ready to be laid before the public. One of 
the lateſt of theſe Feus was given to William Scott, the 


Preſes of the Reformers of Feng. i 


From this PR it is ; inftruted, that very few af 
the Feus in queſtion were given to Magiſtrates, though 
they are at leaſt equally entitled to accommodation 
with the other Inhabitants. It further appears, that 
three of the lateſt of the Feus were granted to William 
Scott, Willam Welſh, and William Cumming, all. three Re- | 
formers, and Members of the Club of Inverneſs. lr 8 
theſe very diſintereſted Citizens perceived no impro- 
priety in the ſolicitation or acquiſition of theſe Lands, 
was: leaſt thing incumbent upon them, now that their 
i 5 Pk Public 
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Public virtue is grown ſo exalted, is to reſtore their 
Poſſeſſions to the Town, by way of example to others. 


The preſent value of the houfes built upon the waſte | 
areas, and the improvement of the barren grounds, 

in the courſe of a century, do not in any ſhape concern 
the Magiſtrates and Council of Inverneſs; but from every 
appearance, they think themſelves entitled to aſſert, 
that it does not amount to one-tenth part of the ſum 


mentioned by the London Committee, upon the infor- 


mation of c certain ignorant, factious Inhabitants. 


It only now remains to mention the Form and! pre- . 


cautions obſerved by Corporations, in the making of 
theſe Grants. A Committee of their number ſurvey 
the Property, by appointment: The moſt intelligent 


1 Inhabitants are called to their aſſiſtance, and a Report 1 5 


made to the Magiſtrates and Council: The matter 1s 
reſumed at the next Meeting, and either granted or re- 
a jected by the whole Body, according to their under- 
5 ſanding of the intereſt of the Community. 


LANERK. 


« THIS Town is ; ſaid to have been Proprietor of a large 
cc and valuable Common; but it has been ſold and 
« feued out by the Magiſtrates, in a private manner, 
« to their Favourites; and the valuable Lands which 
-6 ſurrounded the Town, have been alienated at fifty 

: « times 


2 times below the Ire vi SY The Committee fur- i | | 
| « ther charge this Borough with an Act of unjuſt Ad- il 
"WF miniſtration, in ſo far, as about thirty years ago, X 
„Leader of the Council took a Leaſe of the Town's 
„Common, and poſſeſſed it till nine or ten years ago; 
but afterwards wiſhing to get free of it, as an unpro- 
« fitable bargain, the Council bought it up at twenty 
& © years purchaſe of the Tack Duty, whereby he, the 
&« Leader, was rewarded for giving up a bad bargain z 
6 the only pretence of which was, the neceſſity of 
66 planting Fir Trees for the Town 8 behoof. That after 
— the Leaſe was thus given up, the Council Was per- 1 


— ſuaded that the pretended planting was not neceſſary.” 


wn ANSWER. . | 
THE Agents tb the Royal Boroughs are authorized | 
to contradict this ſtory, in theſe terms, viz. That it 
is a E abominable falſehood, The Parties injured are 
now taking advice, in order to raiſe a Proſecution 
againſt the perſon who- terms himſelf the Preſes, and : 
the other perſon as Secretary, who have preſumed to 
put their names to the Defamatory Libel which the 
London Committee give as their authority. 5 


DUNDEE. — 
THE Charge againſt this Town is in very gener 11 | j 
terms: : 6.49 ſaid, that © the lands which anciently be- 
4 Jonged to the Borough were extenſive ; but theſe ex- 
« cepted, a conſiderable part have been diſtributed 
F 5 among 
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„ among the men who formed the Town-Council, 
ce without regard to the value of the property given, 


6 away; and that the Annual Revenues, now about: 
4 1800l. might have been five times that ſur.” TOR 


, . . r i a nn, i 0 I — - 


ANSWER. 


I᷑ is impoſſible for the preſent Members of the Corpo- 
ration, to know What period of time the Reformers al- 
lude to, by the word anciently, or what individuals they 
mean to criminate under the appellation of the Men who: 

: formed the T own Councils, When the Reformers are pleaſed. 
to make a ſpecial Accuſation, they mall get a direct 
Anſwer---meanwhile, it is enough for the Members of: J 
the preſent Corporation. to ſay, that from tradition, and 
from every circumſtance within their knowledge, they 
have reaſon to affirm, that the Sales and Feus made bay 
their predeceſſors, were accordin g to the prices or values 
of the reſpective times in which they were made. That 
every Proprietor in the neighbourhood of the Town, 6 
who ſold Lands, are preciſely. | in the ſame ſituation with 
the Magiſtrates and Council; and that they are ready to 
maintain and to Prove, that every Sale or Feu, coming 
within their own knowledge, have been made at the 
full and adequate prices of the Country. 


HADDINGTON. 


« HADDINGT ON, (ſay the Aber en till withio neal 
44 * theſe forty years, pelicged one of the moſt extenſive 
60 Com- 


"M0 commons in Scotland, being about 1, ooo Scots acres. 
c Almoſt the whole of this extenſive Landed Eſtate, has 
&« been alienated by ſucceſſive Councellors, to them- 
4“ ſelves and their connexions, and nothing now remains 
« of that large Eſtate, excepting ſome ſpots of land, in 
« alt not exceeding twenty acres, if even ſo much,” 


ANSWER. 


IHE Common of Haddington was of the wort quality, 
SY Poor heath, expoſed to the cattle of all the neighbours 
and. tenants. It was of little advantage to the Inhabi- 
tants, and none to the Revenue. To make it turn to 5 
0 ſome account, Leafes, with univerſal approbation, were 
granted for long periods of time, between the years 17 20 
and 17 30.——In the year T9 31, Feu Charters were applied 
for in place of the Leaſes, which being more advan- 
tageous to the T own, were granted, and the Tack-Du- 
ties converted into Feu-Duties. At the time of theſe 
” tranſactions, the Lands were conſidered to be given for 
full value; and it 18 not true, that they are engroſſed by 5 
5 Councellors, Magiſtrates, or their Dependants. The In- 
habitants of the Country round, even as far as Fyemouth, 
- Paucaitland, became Tackſmen and Purchaſers, and the 


property continues in their Heirs. Theſe tranſactions : 

contributed to the improvement of the Country, and 
i the benefit of the Town of Haddington. A track. of uſe- 

leſs 


„ Þ 
leſs ground, by a partition among induſtrious individu- 
als, has been forced into cultivation, and filled with in- 
habitants. Were the Rents received by the Town ſince 
the date of the tranſaction alluded to, to be taken into 
the account, they would far exceed the prices that could 
be got at the moment for thoſe grounds, in a ſtate of 
nature. The accuſation, therefore, of the Reformers, 
turns into an eulogium upon the Members of the Cor- 
poration, w whom they wiſh to criminate. The preſent 

Magiſtrates, nor-their Predeceſſors for many years, have 
either Praiſe or blame to expect from the Premiſes; and 
they apprehend the Committee of Reform to be very 1 
ill- informed, and idly employed, ſo far as reſpeRts the 
Magiſtrates and Council of Og: 


In ſuch general indefinite Accuſations, in Charges ſo 
5 extremely futile, does all the Waſte, Extravagance, Cor- 
ruption, and Abuſes ! in the Expenditure of the Reve- YE: 
nues, 10 loudly noiſed abroad by the Reformers, ul-. 
timately terminate. The men who have miſled the 
London Committee, ought to be covered with ſhame, 
for the liberties they have taken; and the Committee 
ſhould learn to reſerve their language and their confi- 
dence, until they all be able to produce better autho- 


_ rity than the tales of the inſignificant Clubs with 
whom they have condeſcended to aſſociate. | 


the 


The next Branch of Crimination, is an Abuſe or Mal- 
verſation in Office, by the Magiſtrates and Councils of 


the Royal Boroughs. The firſt inſtance Rs reſpects 
the * of 


PEEBLES. 


«A CHURCH (Gay they) was lad 1 to have been 


„ built. An opulent and reſpectable Citizen, who had 
_. « been lately Provoſt of the Town, perceiving that a 
« Jobb was intended, offered to build and finiſh the- 
« Church, and deliver the Keys of it, ſo finiſhed, to 
the Magiſtrates, for the ſum of 85 l. ſterling. This 
” * offer, for the performance of which he could find 


4s 


..- undoubted ſecurity, Was rejected. 0 


85 « The Treafurer: of the Borough, by profeſſion - a 
. Mafon, Was employed, and he proceeded with the | 
„ work, upon which he ſpent about 1600l. being dou- | 
© ble the ſum for which the Church might unqueſ- 
** tionably have been built, in a better manner than 


EO "Has been done by't the Town Council.” Eine. 


= 


ANSWER. 


Bo, I 4 is amazing rota the ire), what men 
will do, to ſerve their purpoſe l. The ſtory about the 
Town of Peebles, as told by them, is ſadly miſrepre- 
ſented. The Miniſter of the Pariſh, and the Provoſt 
of the Town at the time, choſe to have a new and more: 
| . elegant 
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( 26 ) 
elegant Church built within the Town. They aſſured 
the Town Council that it might be executed for 800l. 
And as the Landed Gentlemen in the neighbourhood 
were liable for a part, they urged the Town, Council 
to accept of a ſum from the latter in full, and to take 
the burthen of the building upon themſelves. After 
ſeveral ] Meetings, the Country Heritors were with dif- 
ficulty prevailed upon to give 3ool. as their ſhare; but 
they were careful to take the Town bound for the exe- 
bution of a ſpecific Plan, The Corporation immedi- 
ately publiſhed Advertiſements for an Undertaker; and 
to Prevent diſputes, they propoſed to pay the work by 
5 meaſure. The Provoſt and the Miniſter, formerly fy 
confident about the amount of the Coſts, did not come _ 
forward-—Contrary to expectation, they continued ſi- 
lent. Three Eſtimates were given in by different people, 
and the loweſt of theſe Eſtimates accepted by the Ma- 
giſtrates and Common Council. 'The Church was cal- _ 
culated to hold goo. people, and: S Steeple was added, 
| containing a Record Room, Clock, &c. which added 
between 5 and 6001. Coſts to the Expence, every cir- 
cumſtance of which Was fixed by Public Offers. The | 
| Undertaker raiſed the Steeple above the height of the 
Plan; and ſo little were the Magiſtrates and Council in- 
clined to favour him, and ſo anxious were they in the 
rightful Expenditure of the Public Money, that they 
_ refuſed to pay the Addition, until the matter was ſettled 
by Arbitration, Upon the whole, therefore, the Town 
of 


{a ). Es 


of Prebles is ; accuſed contrary to truth and to juſtioe: 
No public tranſaction was ever managed with greater 


care, economy, and attention; and the calumny is leſs 
excuſable, if it did proceed, as they have reaſon to ſuſ- 


pect, from the man or men by whom the Town Was ; 


originally led into the . 


PERTH. 


THE Town of Perth is accuſed of giving the Public 


Works to Friends and Adherents, with payment three 


times above the value. The inſtance ſpecified 18 an 

5 Arch i in the Bridge, Which is ſaid to have coſt 35000l. 4 

ſterling, although a new bridge was built for 5ool. and 

what is worſe, that before taking down the arch, the 
County offered to take the burthen upon theraſelves, 
upon being allowed the poundage, which the Town 

refuſed; and if this be prudent management, ſay the 


Reformers, the diſintereſted will Judge. 


ANSWER. 


'THE Charge reſpecting the Public Works, 3 1s - liberal 7 
and groundleſs. The Public Works are executed upon 
the moſt reaſonable terms that can be. got, without par- 
| tiality or favour. They are as often executed by ſtran- 
gers to the Borough, as the offers made happen to be 


more advantageous to the Community. In caſes of 


* equality, 


equality, the Inhabitant has an ti right of pre- 


ference; but in every conſiderable undertaking, each 


circumſtance is regulated by Contracts previouſly digeſt- 


ed with attention and 3 


The «© iis of the Bridge of ho River Arne, is ſtudi- 


ouſly miſrepreſented. The Truſtees of the Great Road 
ſome years ago, judged it neceſſary to raiſe the cauſe- 
way, or paved road, at the north end of that bridge, on 
purpoſe to reſtrain the land floods from drowning it, 
and preventing acceſs to the Bridge itſelf, which often : 
happened. ---This operation confined. the water, and 
5 beat it back to the center, inſomuch that it was the opi- I 
nion of every engineer of {kill, the body of the Bridge 
was endangered. The Corporation thought it incum- 
bent on them to be guided by the beſt advice, and with 
that view they applied to Mr. Adam.----Mr. Adam gave 
his opinion, that the danger Was great, and adviſed the 
5 expeditious building of an additional Arch, as the only 
means of ſaving the bridge itſelf. The work was in- 
. mediately commenced ; but upon opening the ground 
for the land- breaſt, it appeared to be deep, looſe, and 
quite unfit for the foundation of ſuch a ſtructure, The 


work had been proceeded on by this time too far to be 


ſtopped, and a very great unforeſeen expence, by driving 
piles and other things, abſolutely neceſſary, to the re- 
gret and vexation of the Magiſtrates and Council, was 


unavoid- 


( 29 ) 


unavoidably incurred. On their part, nothing was 


wanting to alleviate the misfortune, and they think it 

extremely hard, that the trouble they took, and the at- 
tention they paid, ſhould be rewarded by a public miſ- 
repreſentation of their conduct. 


What 18 further ſaid, about offers by the Truſtees, 


to take the burthen of the bridge previous to that repair, 


is contrary to truth. The duties a few years ago were 


given in Leaſe to the Truſtees at an advanced rate of 8ol. 

inſtead of the Gol. which the Reformers are pleaſed to 

| mention. | The Town of Perth, therefore, juſtly deſpiſes f 

a Charge made by Parties who could allow themſelves ; 
0 to deſcend to ſuch deliberate calumnies. 5 


The Reformers, unſatisfied with the Mice appear- 
ance of their accufations upon paper, have thought pro- 
per to increaſe the ſhew, by ages upon dittinct | 


grounds ; 
Soc 48, 


« The levying: of money under the title of Taxes, „ 
« without the authority of Parliament,” The inſtances 


they g give, reſpect, Iſt, 
; E LAS G 0 1. 


N IN this City, the power of taxation ET by the ; 
1 60 © Magiſtrates and Council, has been exerciſed under the 
7 H 3 Pretence, TT 
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1 
ce pretence, that the tax impoſed was eſtabliſhed by 
« uſage. But that pretence having failed, they ſup- 
&« ported the Tax upon this fingular ground, that the ar- 
& ticle taxed had partly ſuperſeded the uſe of another 


6c commodity, on which a tax had been eſtabliſhed ur 
8 uſage.” 5 


ANS E R. 


1F Magiſtrates commit wrongs of this Kind; the Inha- 
bitants under them cannot pretend that 2 remedy is 
55 wanted every ſubject, in theſe caſes, has a direct pa- 
5 trimonial intereſt, and an action for redreſs. The ſtate- 
ment has not any relation or connexion with the point 
at iſſue, nor is it fitting for the conſideration of Parlia- 
ment. Magiſtrates elected under the Reform Bill, would | 
have the very ſame wrongs in their power. Nor is any 
remedy different from the Common Law, propoſed by 
the new Scheme. What is ſaid of the Magiſtrates of G 
” gow, is a palpable miſrepreſentation ; ; the leſs excuſable, 
= that every circumſtance relating to the collection of Land- 
Tax 1 in Glaſgow, has been examined and finally ſettled by 
the Supreme Civil Court of Scotland. And the ſame An- 

oy ſwer 1 is made to what the Reformers are pleaſed to ſtate, 
reſpecting the Entry-Money of the Burgeſſes. If any 
. perſon 1 in the Town pretends to be injured, the Magiſ- 
- trates are ready to anſwer them in the proper Place. 


EIT = 


4 31 ) 
Of the 1 kind, but aggravated by circumſtances 
which can admit of no excule or palliation, the Refor- 


mers have brought a Public Charge againſt the Magiſ- 
trates and en Council of 


A B Z. R D E E N. 
- THEIR Label contains Ui ſeparate Articles. | 
«If, That from I Union to the preſent times, 50, oool. 


ce has been levied upon the Inhabitants, under the name 
i of Land-Tax, more than the Law gave authority to 


« exact 


-F 


« TY That the Norgagntin has raiſed the Dues of 


. « 4 Admiſſion of Burgeſſes, f in direct oppoſition t to the ſen- : 


E timents of the Citizens. : And, | 


« ady, Thar i in wiekting of the Act of Parliament ob- 


« tained for repairing the Harbour, the Magiſtrates had 
4 e 1 — to the buildin 8 of an uſeleſs Battery,” 


ANSWER. 


THE Honourable Members, af the Houſe of Com- 


mons, : as well as every good member of ſociety, muſt = 
Jearn with aſtoniſhment, that the two o firſt grounds of 


com- 


1 3 
complaint have already been the fubject of a Special 
Action, brought at the ſuit of certain of the Reformerꝭ 
at Aberdeen, before the Court of Seffion in Scotland; and 
that after a full and deliberate hearing of the Parties, 
and evidence on both fides, the Action was diſmiſſed as 
groundleſs ; ; the Reformers cenſured. by the Honour- 
able Judges for their conduct; and ſubjected to Coſts 
of Suit. In this fit ituation, it 1s difficult to conceive how the 
Committee of the pretended Reform 1 in London, could 
have allowed a Paper to go forth in their name, bearing 
that the miſrepreſentation of the Magiſtrates of Aberdeen 
| had induced the Supreme Court of the Kingdom to give the ſanction 
of a judicial decifion to the authority of the Magiftrates.--- : 
It is believed, there is no inſtance can be given in civil 
bufinefs, more reprehenſible in itſelf, or more adverſe 
5 to the rules of ſociety. Had the Parties ſuppoſed that 
the Court of Seffion did wrong, the proper method was 
to ſeek redreſs by Appeal to the Houfe of Peers. They 
did not dare to appeal; but have, in defiance of all order, . 
repeated accuſations to the Houſe of Commons, and to 
the Public, which ſtand diſproved we verdict of the su- 1 
preme Court of Juſtice. N 


In reciting their ſtory, the Reformers have adopted a 
mode of calculation, which leaves, and always will 
leave, the reſult 3 in their own power. In place of 60, oool. 

- ſurplus land tax, they could by the ſame means, and 

with 


dg 


1 


with equal eaſe, have made it up a round 100, oo0l. or 


any other ſum they pleaſed. It is enough for the Ma- 
giſtrates and Council to ſay, and they have already 
ſhewn, and are ready again to ſhew, that the Public 
Revenues are apphed with integrity, economy, and at- 


| tention ;---That the richeſt Citizen of Aberdeen pays not 


above 178. per annum of Burgher Taxes, and the poor- 


eſt not above. 1s,---And that the quota paid by the 
murmuring Reformers, is a mere trifle, in compariſon 
to what is contributed by the reſt of. the Citizens and 
Companies, who pity theſe men, and ſometimes take the | 


i a 


A to raiſing the Fees of Entry of the Burgeſſes, = 
: ſtands adjudged, that the Corporation had a right to do 
| ſo by Law, and the expediency of i it was approved by th e 
Annual Meeting of the Burgeſſes of the Guild convened f 
for Election of the Magiſtrates and Council: === More- 5 
over, the meaſure of raiſing theſe Entries had been 
adopted by the chief Boroughs 1 in the Kingdom, in the 
courſe of the preſent century; whereas the rate of Aber- 


deen continued the lane: for I 150 years. 4 


To theſe Articles * Impeachment, the Reformers 
have added a t reſpecting the M. Myſapplication of the 
1 3 = Harbour 


— 


More taxes are paid by a dozen of Citizens, and a few Companies, than by 
the whole of the pretended Reformers of Aberdeen, 


$ 1 
« 
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Side: Dues. If ever a Corporation were entitled to 

take merit for a public meaſure, the Magiſtrates and 
Council of Aberdeen think that they have a right to A 
conſiderable ſhare, from their conduct in that great and 
neceſſary work. 


| The im da of the Harbour has been attended 
with the happieſt conſequences to the Trade of the 
Place. The new Pier, for ſtrength, form, and utility, 
; yields to none in the Kingdom ; and it is believed, is 

the only work of equal magnitude in Great Britain, 
which has been executed without aid from the Public, 


The Mugiſirates: are now accuſed, u buildin g a Bat- 
5 tery to defend the Harbour.--—It 1s true, they were 
= guilty of this crime; and it 1s alſo true, that the work 


coſt 1, O000l. and that this money was paid out of the | 
Shore and Harbour Dues. 1 


1 1 lt! is ac unneceſſary to take notice here, that the 
TT | frequent alarms from the enemy along the North-Eaſt 
1 Coaſt of Britain, and its defenceleſs ſtate, by the unavoid- 5 


able abſence of the N avy, called upon the Magiſtrates 1 
and Corporations, of all the conſiderable Towns, to 1 3 
tify the entries of their Harbours. The Magiſtrates of E : 

Aberdeen ſhould have thought themſelves guilty of the 3 
£ moſt -culpable neglect of duty, had my been behind on 


this 


( 3 ) 
this o The Merchants and Ship-Owners of the 
Town 1 in a body, to have the Harbour protected 


by proper works. The Magiſtrates and Council applied 
to Captain Freſer, the Engineer for Scotland, for a plan 


and directions, which plan was executed at the ſight, 


under the orders of General Skene, Commanding Officer 


for the North of Scotland; ſo that nothing was omit- 
ted, proper for men in their ſituation to do. 


The Magiſtrates and Council Schnepel ge, that they 8 
were unable to foreſee that they ſhould ſtand accuſed 
before the Houſe of Commons, for fortifying the Har- 
bour of Aberdeen ; and far lefs could they CONC eive, that a 
: charge ſo ridiculous in the extreme could ever be pub- 
licly avowed by men who pretended to any ſhare of rea- 


x 


a or diſcretion. 


« The Harbour Dues (fay the Reformers), were im- ; 
0M 88451 by the Act, for the purpoſe of improving 
« the Harbour, and for preſerving the ſame clean and 
” free from and, ſhingle, dirt, mud, and other ob- 
6 ſtructions. —0*— It is impoſſible (continue theſe Cen- 5 
60 ſors), to conceive language more explicit than that 
5 made uſe of in this Act, to define the duty and obli- 
cc gation of the Magiſtrates of Aberdeen, as Truſtees for 
cc the Public. Yet, in the face of this Act of the Le- 
« giflature, and! in direct violation of. its they have laid 
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« out 1300). of the Monies levied . by. it, in \ building 8 A 


— 


# WET. 


66 Battery, uſeleſs i in itſelf,” 07.9200 6 11 Bae WOT: 
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The Duty of the © Corporation according to W iet. Rez | 

formers, was to repair the Harbour, but not to defend 
it from deſtruction to clean it from mud and filth, 

5 but to leave it — to the . 6 Rr er 3k 


* 4 1 


* 


— 


were it poffible to argue that a Battery was not a ne- 
ceſſary appendage of a Harbour, and conſequently as 
much within the purview of the Act as any other 
part of the work, ſtill would the Magiſtrates of Aber= 
deen be juſtified, by the preciſe Letter of the Law. The 
old Harbour, the property of the Town, had ſuffi- g 
cient Funds for defraying its annual Expences, and for 
defending it by Batteries, If neceſſary. Theſe Funds 
Were expended upon the new works, under the Statute, 


conſequently the Corporation w were Creditors upon theſe 
works to an equal W 


In the neighbouring W of Arie and Ban, 
Batteries were erected under the direction of Go- 
vernment; ; but the Expences were defrayed by the = 
Trade and Inhabitants----Whereas the Plan adopted : 
by the Town of Aberdeen made a very inconſider- 
able. addition to the Expence of the Citizens. Upon 
the whole. of this matter, the Magiſtrates and Coun- 


cil 


„ | 

Council of the City of Aberdeen are at leaſt in ſome de- 
gree beholden to the Reformers, for coming forward 
with their Articles of Impeachment.---Whatever im- 
preſſions their private tales and invidious commentaries 
might have had upon the weak, the credulous, or per- 
haps upon ſome well-meaning people, ſuch impreſſions 


muſt now be entirely eraſed, and a juſt reſentment called 
] down * the Authors of the 1 im heed | 


Such are the Articles of Crimination which the pre- 
8 tended Reformers, after an univerſal and eager reſearch 
have been able to collect; and it 1s now ſubmitted to the 6 
| Members of the Legiflature, and to the Public, if the facts 
| they have adduced do, i in any reſpect, juſtify, ſupport, or 


even excuſe the declamation and abuſe ſounded for years . 


f againſt the Magiſtrates and Councellors of the Royal Bo- 
roughs of Scotland. It is ſubmitted, whether the Preſes 

| of the London Committee, in his late Letter to the Chancellor ? 
of the Exchequer, Was warranted to aſſure him, « That 
the Police of the Boroughs was neglected—their 


& Revenues miſapplied, enormous debts without 


« neceſſity contracted Public Property profuſely | 


6 ſquandered, or alienated to Councellors, their Friends, . 


and Connexions” The ſpecific Charges are publiſh- 
a ed as an Appendix to this Letter, and i it contains not one : 
inſtance of an enormous debt contracted 57 ithout neceſſ ”y or 0 £ 
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the Public Property. being profuſely rent or alienated to 
Councellors, their Friend, or Connexions, The Gentlemen 
might have reflected, that ſuch practices could never 
have exiſted for any length of time, much lefs for 
hundreds of years. Their patriotifm, in all proba- 
bility, would have been too late. Little or no part of 
the property could have ſurvived the prodigality of its | 
Managers, whereas, according to. the Reformers own 
account, the Eſtates belonging to the Royal Boroughs 
at this moment give one bundred thouſand n nen of 
annual produce. 


The Royal, Boroughs aki the ſubject bp decla- 
ring, That they have no ſecrets to keep ; That their 
Public Funds are managed and applied with integrity, 
cconomy, and attention, equal to any other Public Mo- 
ney in the Kingdom ;---That his Majeſty” 8 Advocate, for 
his Majeſty” 8 intereſt, or upon the information of any 

one or more Burgeſſes, may ſue for redreſs of any wrong 
done in the matter of the Revenues of the Towns ; 
That ſuch Action, by the Law of Scotland, muſt be en- 
tertained by the Supreme Court of the Kingdom and, 
That if any doubt ſhall be entertained, relative to the 
_ matter, the Royal Boroughs have not the leaſt objection 
that an Act of Parliament be paſſed, declaring the fame 
to be Law, providing that the private Parties, Relators, 


oy 


— Ab — 


| | | 
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or Proſecutors, be anſwerable for Coſts, in the event of 
Coſts being awarded, as in England. - - - + + + - - - 
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MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS 
r ü 


ANSWERED. 


N E Preſes of the Committee, in his Letter 8 
; the C hancellor g of the Exchequer, wiſhes to apologize = 
for the little regard Mr. Pitt has hitherto paid 20: he 
2M ſolicitations of a numerous and reſpectable body of | 
40 Citizens, oppreſſed with grievances unheard of 1 in a 
« Free Country; * and, © that if former times have 
« felt the fetters of oppreſſion, it will give luſtre to the 


« preſent age, to knock off the chains that bound their 
« predeceſſors,” 


ANSWER. 


THE Reformers have not been able to ſpecify a griev- 
ance, a chain, a fetter, Or a circumſtance, i in the Election 
of Magiſtrates or Common Council-men, which has not 


bs * 8 
1 . exiſted 
„ g p . . \ : 9 5 
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ta ) 
exiſted ſince the original Incorporation of the Cities and 
Towns in England, and which do not univerſally exift 
at this moment, in a higher or ſtricter degree than in 
Scotland, It follows therefore, that England is not a Free 
Country; —or that the Grievances, Claims, and Fetters 
| complained « of in Scotland, are : perfe&tly Chimercial. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer is further told, 0 that 
« the Grievances of which Redreſs is ſought, are deeply 
fe, and loudly complained of, by many Thouſands 


« of his Majeſty 8 — 


ANSWER. 


THE grievances. were never Toe never even | heard 
of} in Scotland, till the year 1783, when they were ſtarted 
by a young student of the Law, principally, it is ſup- E 


| poſed, for his own Amuſement. They were communi- 15 


cated to a Gentleman in Aberdeen. Theſe two were 
joined by ſome other Members of the Law; and by 
"the: induſtry of this Junto, all the cauſes of com- 
plaint have not only been diſcovered and propagated, ” 
but a kind of Party has been formed, holding Princi- 
ples hoſtile to the Conſtitution of their Country. — The : 
Creation of. ſuch a Party is never difficult :—-No more 
1 neceſſary, than to hold out promiſes of privileges and ; 
advantages to People who have not, or ever had any 
participation in them. The T, bouſands which the Re- 


—=- — formers 
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formers boaſt of on their ſide, are compoſed of Heritors 
of Lands, and other Claſſes who have not, nor ever had 
any Title to be Burgeſſes, and of Artigans or Crafiſ- 
men, none of whom have a right to be counted in the 
Number, becauſe all of them are to gain Privileges to 
which they had no common or ſeparate pretence. 8 


* 


| The Committee, in their Obſervations upon the Con- 25 
ſtitution or Setts of the Boroughs, are pleaſed to ob- 5 
ſerve, 600 that they have i in a number of inſtances deviat- 
59 th from the Statutes, and that Uſage has, in ſeveral : 
5 Caſes, deviated from both; that it is therefore in 
« vain to pretend, that the Conſtitutions of the Boroughs 
“ are to be regarded as Permanent Eſtabliſhments [In 
« That from the year 1469, they have been Hluctuating, 
« and that they are the only inſtitutions in the Country, 
* which, for about three Centuries, have been con- 


ce tinually ae, without ever mending | in their 


nature or effect. us 


ANSWER. 


= 


IN a wide extended Country, and dne n a variety 
of local circumſtances, it was impoſſible for the Boroughs 
of Scotland ever to adopt, far leſs to preſerve through Ages, 
2 precaſe uniformity in their Uſage and Government. The 
general 


643) 
general principles and directions of the Ancient Statute 
were univerſally adhered to; all other circumſtances 
were modelled by time and experience, to the neceſſities 
of each place. Thence aroſe the Law of Uſage, t the beſt 
and ſureſt ground in theſe matters. -The variations, 
however, have been ſurpriſingly few, and they are now 
concentricated into a firm and regular Syſtem. This 
Work of Ages, it is the avowed object of the Refor- 
mers to overthrow : Vage, Experience, and Time Imme- 
norial, are with them no terms of reverence. Wearied ; 
of theſe well-tried grounds, the Gentlemen are im- 
patient to run wild amidſt fancies of their own, and to 
ſuppoſe every thing that has been, muſt, upon that : 
| account, be wrong. * ne 


They will not take the trouble to reflect, that in 
all the Elections of England, whether of Members * 
Parliament or of Magiſtrates, | Immemorial Uſage is the ſa- 
cred Rule of Deciſion; and that the Reſolutions of the 
Houſe of Commons, in theſe matters, : are chiefly founded 
upon that ſolid baſis. That the Towns and Boroughs 


of England are pervaded by no general or ſyſtematic _ 
0 Principle, like thoſe of Scatland, but have, ſince thge 
com- 


9 . Before attacking the Conſtitution, the Writers fo the Party judged i it  neceſ- : 
far to combat the principles of Mr. Pope. 


Vide Illuftration of the Reform Bil. 
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commencement of the Monarchy, been left to the Go- 
vernment of their own peculiar Cuſtoms and Privileges £ 
and that if the Setts or Conſtitutions of the Towns in 
Scotland cannot, as the Reformers ſay, be conſidered as 
Legal Foundations, becauſe they were not collected, or 
known at the General Convention, before the begin- 


ning of the preſent century, the Conſtitution of the 
Boroughs of England are, 4 fortiori, liable to be over- 
turned, becauſe they have not been, to this day, col- 
lected, regiſtered, or ſyſtemized, except the Reſolutions _ 
of the Houſe of Commons in the caſe of Controverted 

Elections; ; and that theſe Determinations are in 3 
: poferi or to the ara of the Revolutio on. 


The Refor mers, as often as they mention the Con- 


vention of Royal Boroughs, are pleaſed to treat that Body 5 
with all the indecency of diſreſpectful epithet, and to 
repreſent them as uſeleſs to the improvement of Policy 
in the Kingdom; and that they are totally taken up 


with Quackery about Town Councils and their Po- | 


” litics. 


ANSWER, 


THE Convention of Royal Boroughs i 18 the moſt venerable . 
and perfect remain of the ancient Conſtitution of the 


E Kingdom of Scotland; and there has not a beneficial Law 
been obtained, " valuable branch of Trade eſtabliſhed, 


r — 


| TW 
. „ 
or a National Work accompliſhed, in which the Conven- 
tion have not contributed, by the affiſtance and in- 
fluence of its Members, both collectively and individu- 
ally, as well as by their Revenue. To theſe facts, every 


page of the Record bears teſtimony. The Convention 


have done more---they have never failed to ſecond the 
Government, and to enforce the execution of every Law 
efforts of and Regulation which they apprehended had 
any relation to the improvement and ſucceſs of Trade, 
and the general benefit of the N ation. 55 


The beſt Anfwer, therefore, that can be made to this 
factious ſet of Men, to theſe ſelf· created Beings of Yeſ- 
; terday, would be to publiſh the Records of Convention. 
At preſent, it is propoſed only to annex the Heads of the 

| General Letter, * tranſmitted to all the Towns in Scot- : 
land U upon the 14th of March, 1787, with the Account of 
their Expenditure j in Public Buſineſs, ſince the begin- 

5 ning of the century. 


The Buſineſs of Convention | is annually prepared, and notified by Letter to 
— concerned. 


APP E N D IX. 


No. I. 


CENERAI. LETTER by the MAGISTRATES of EDIN- 
BURGH, fo each of the ROYAL BOROUGHS of SCOT- | 


| LAND, for the Subje of the General Convention which 
met in Jah, 1787. 


, Honourable and: very Loving Friends and Neightours, y 


& FTER our hearty Commendations: | Whereas 


2 I” the Commiſſioners of Boroughs, met at the 
* Burgh of Edinburgh, at their laſt General Con- 
Bm vention, did appoint the next General Convention 
=o be holden at the ſaid Burgh of Edinburgh, upon , 


CC : 


N 


9 5 the Second Tueſday of July next, one thc uſand 5 


* ſeven hundred and eighty-ſeven years, being the 
« Tenth Day of that Month; and the ſaid Commilſ- 
. ſioners did appoint the Heads and Articles e 
« to be reſolved, voted, and concluded therein.“ * | 


ES 265 


. 27 


1 
a Monopolies | II. That the Burgh of Edinburgh report their dili- 
bo ald and pre- gence, in ſtopping any gift or fignature to be preſented 
= — in Exchequer, in favours of any Perſon whatſoever, for 

a monopoly, or any other gift that may any ways tend 
to the prejudice of the State of Boroughs, and that the 
Agent advance what money is neceſſary for the ſtop- 
ping thereof, conform to the 6th Act of the General 


Convention, 170 Ly 


, Miſipplying IV. By the 7th Act of the General Conventions 1708, 
tions to be it 18 declared, that 1 in caſe any of the Royal Boroughs 
! ſhall be found guilty of, or acceſſary to miſt applying of 
mortifications within Burgh, or to any other perſons, or 

uſes contrary to the foundation, they ſhall be cenſured 

and puniſhed by the Convention, according to their de- 


merit. 


1 V. By the 230 Ac of the Convention, i in November, : 


: Meal 35 
| 1 T: 1714, and 29th Act i in July 1770, it is recommended to 


2 5 ſeveral Royal Boroughs, to put the laws in execu- 
„ tion anent the ſelling of flour and meal of all kinds by 
- weight, declaring, that in caſe they ſhall be brought to 
any Charges before the Superior Court thereby, the 
Convention will ſupport them therein, and reimburſe 


| them of their charges. 


VII 
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VII. That each Royal Borough ſhall ſend annually to All tranſgreſ. 


ſions in the 


the Convention, a particular account of the abuſes and regulations of 
. made of the Laws and Regulations eſta- e 1 5 
bliſhed in relation to Trade, with their opinion in rela- 
tion to any new Laws or Regulations neceſſary for pro- 
moting of Trade, and that this thall always be a Head of 
the Annual Miſſive, conform to the 37th Act of the 


General Convention 1724. 


VII. That for the better enen of the Acts of 8 ; 
Parliament made anent the right curing and packing of ing of Fer- 
Herrings, the Convention, by their Act 3d July, 1730, —— 
have appointed and directed, that the Magiſtrates of each ; 
| Royal Borough, where Fiſh is caught, do give their 
E ommiſſion to ſuch Wreck and Cure-Maſters within 
their bounds, as are already employed by the Commil- 
ſioners and Truſtees for improving of Fiſheries, to in- 
ſpect the Fiſhings on their Coaſts, and to obſerve the 
_ fame rules and inſtructions as to the Coaſt-Fiſhings, 
which they are directed to obſerve as to thoſe caught in 
deep waters, agreeable to the Laws made in that behalf, 
and to report the ſame to the Annual Convention; and 
alſo that the Magiſtrates cauſe inſpect the ſufficiency 1 
and thickneſs of Wie calbs employed in the Herring 

Fiſhery. | 


F : ' & x | 


Standard of 


Varn to be 
kept. 


| Meaſure of 
”Lint and 


„ 

IX. That the Magiſtrates of each Borough cauſe put 
the Act of Parliament anent the uniformity to be ob- 
ſerved in the ſtandard of the Reel of Lint and Worſted 
Varn, which muſt be ten quarters long to due execu- 
tion; and that no Perſon or Perſons ſhall ſell, or expoſe. 
to fate i in Scotland, or carry and tranſport from one part 
of Scotland to another, any Linen-Yarn, other than ſuch 
- as is made up in cuts and heſps or hanks, each heſp or 
hank conſiſting of twelve cuts and no more; and each | 
cut containing one hundred and twenty threads, all ex- 
actly numbered, and no more; and that all the Yarn con- 
tained in the ſaid hank or heſp, be Lint-Varn, or To W- 
Varn only, and of the ſame colour and fineneſs ; and 
that no Tow-Yarn and Lint-Yarn be mixt together, in 
one and the ſame heſp or hank; and that the ſeveral 
Directions made thereanent, 1 in the I 3th Act of his late 


Maj eſty, be ſtrictly obſeryed, under "0 penalties there- 7 
in ſpecified. 


„ 
4 *, 


8 That che Magiſtrates of each Royal md cans 5 


Lint. Seed to the Act of Parliament to be put to due execution, with 


be obſerved. 


reſpect to the meaſures to be obſerved i in the retail of Z 


Lint- Seed, being the Linlithgow barley meaſure ſtreaked; 


and that all ſuch meaſure tobe uſed in time coming, ſhall 


be ſtamped and marked by the Dean of Guild of ſume 


Royal Borough, with the uſual mark of ſuch Royal Bo- 


rough, and with theſe words, LINLITHGOW BARLEY=- 


2 
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MEASURE; and likewiſe, with reſpect to o ſelling of dam- 
nified, mixt, or bad Lint- ſeed. And that the Magiſtrates 
of each Borough ſhould, on or before the firſt of March 

; annually, cauſe Proclamation to be made over the Mar- 

> ket-Crofles, that all Lint-ſeed 1 is to be ſold by the Linlitb- 
gow Barley-Meaſure ſtreaked, under the penalty of twen- | 
ty pounds feerling for each tranſgreſſion; and that the 


reſpective Commiſſioners of the ce report their 
5 diligence thereanent to each Convention. 


XI. That the Magiſtrates of each Royal Poe . 

| cauſe put the Acts anent the right making and meaſur- — 
ing of Linen Cloth, to rigorous Execution; and that 

they report their diligence therein to the next Conven- 55 

tion, with their opinion anent any new Law or Regula- 
tion neceffary for promoting Trade and Manufacture. 


That whereas ſeveral d have been committed Frauds in 

- in Curing and Packing of Salmon for Exportation, by pas 2 5 
uſing of Caſks under the legal Gauge, mixing Old —— 

x Salmon with New, cutting out the Bellies of the Fiſh, 3: 

and putting an over-quantity of Salt in each Barrel, all | 

| which tend manifeſtly to diſcredit the reputation of our 

Fiſh: at Foreign Markets, and to ruin the Trade; they 


therefore recommendi it to the Magiſtrates of all Borou ghs, ; 


in whoſe neighbourhood Salmon-Fiſhings are, to get 


the Laws put into Execution againſt the Offeriders, and 


to 


| 
1 
{ 
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to oblige the Inhabitants, who are either Proprietors of 
Salmon-Fiſhings, or Purchaſers 'of. Salmon for Export, 
narrowly to inſpect into theſe abuſes, and to rectify 
them all that is in their power; as alſo, that they give 
their Commiſſions to the Wreck and Cure-Maſters to 
inſpect the Salmon i in the ſame manner as they do the, 
Herring-Fiſhing ; ; and particularly, they diſcharge any 
Borough to uſe the Burn or Mark of another Borough, | 

or any Borough to permit the uſe of their Burn to an- 
other Borough or Trade; and that the Burn ſhall not 
: — be affixed but at the — of the proper Officer. 


n XV. By the 234 At of the General Colvin; of 


81818 to b be date the 7th of July, 1748, the Convention, out of a deep 2 
Checked. | 


concern for the intereſt of the Country, and being juſtly 


ſenſible of the pernicious conſequences which attend 
the smuggling of Foreign Commodities, eſpecially 
Foreign Spirits of all kinds, to the great prejudice of the 
Public Revenue, the morals of the People, and the diſ- 
couragement of the conſumption of the growth of our 
native Country, did therefore unanimouſiy reſolve to 
ſuppreſs the ſaid : ruinous practice of Smugglin g, to the 


utmoſt of their power ; and, for that end, authorized 1 15 


the Annual Committee to apply to both the Commiſſi- 
oners of Uuſtoms and Exciſe, for putting the Laws 

againſt Smuggling, eſpecially Foreign Spirits of all kinds, 

to vigorous execution, and particularly cauſe proſecute 


the 


6430) ; 
the Harbourers of Smuggled Goods, and to bring to 
condemnation Boats and other Veſſels, Horſes, and all 
ſorts of Carriages found employed in Smugglng, And 
the Convention did further appoint their Agent to 
print a ſhort Abſtract of the Penal Laws againſt Smug- 
 gling, and tranſmit Copies thereof, with a full Copy 
of this Acc, to each Royal Borough, and ſuch Boroughs 
of Barony and Regality as have accepted of the Com- 
munication: of Trade, ' whofe Magiſtrates are hereby 


required to diſperſe the ſame, and keep a Copy thereof 


affixed on their ſeveral Market-Croſſes; declaring, 

that if any Borough is found remiſs or negligent in 

uſing every proper means for preventing the Smug- 
gling of Foreign Commodities, and eſpecially of Fo- 
reign Spirits of all kinds, ſuch Borough Will fall under 


__ the — diſpleaſure of the Convention. 


_ XVI. The Convention, 8 now n 


Aſſizes of 
Bread to be 


ous the late Act, relative to the Aſſize of Bread, may kept. 
1 prove to the Inhabitants of this part of the United 


Kingdom, do therefore enjoin the Magiſtrates of the 

ſeveral Boroughs in Scotland, to take care to put that 
Law to regular Execution. A Copy of which Act 1 
lent to the Royas Boroughs, © 


XVII. By the 16th Act of Convention. ſa it 18 Sexe ME 


ters to be 


recommended to the Magiſtrates . of the ſeveral kept to their 


d 
nn, to make A particular enquiry into the con- — 


654 
duct of the ſeveral Stamp - Maſters within their bounds; 
5 . and when they ſhall find any of them deficient in do- 
ing their duty, or acting contrary to Law, that they 
ſhould take care that they be puniſhed accordingly, 
and to give information from time to time to the Com- 


miſſioners and Truſtees for Fiſheries and Manufac- 
tures. A 


99 00 XVIII. By the Lath Act of the convention 17723 IR 
raged. the Royal Boroughs, 1 in regard there are a great many 
Private Stills erected and uſed in different Boroughs of 
this Kingdom, contrary to Law, which prove not only 
pernicious to the health and morals of the lower claſs 
of People, but likewiſe very dangerous to the Neigh- 
bourhood, by occaſioning accidents of Fire, did there- 
fore recommend to the Magiſtrates of the different Bo- 
roughs, to give particular attention to this matter, and 3 
to diſcourage theſe Stills in time comin g,1 to the utmoſt © np 


„ appointed this to be a Head of the | 
N . Miſſive. 


We therefore deſire you to ſend up your deu. 
oner ſufficiently inſtructed for keeping the Conven- 
tion, as you tender the welfare of the State of Bo- 
roughs. * till further occaſion, we — you fare- 

well, and reſt. . IQ 3 rf? | 


_ Edinburgh, 1 March 14, 1787, | 
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ACCOUNT of AIDS. and CONTRIBUTIONS 7 Bo- 
ROUGHS, .and of MONIES EXPENDED by the 
GENERAL ConvenT1on, in matters of General Trade, 
and National Improvement, ſince the End N the 
laſt Century. . 
Ain LY | 5 ; 3 
1694 JRUNTISLAND, for their Harbour, zool. Scots 300 o 98 
1696 North Berwick, for do. * 8 200 0 00 
5 Bruntiſland, for do. 400 marks indse 266 13 4 
1697 Pittenweem, for their Harbour, 500 marks inde 333 6 8 
rechin, for Public Works, 500 marks inde 333 0.8 
„ for Bridge. 500 marks inde „ I 3 1 2 
e 1698 Bruntiſland, for their Harbour % 0 
 Kinghorn, for do. 400 marks nds .. 
Anſtruther Eaſter, for do. 500 marks inde VV 
Hanff, for do. 500 marks VV ͤ 0-98 
1 Andrews, for do. 400 marks inde 2000 13 4- 
Brechin, for Public Works, 300 marks inde. r i 8 IÞ 
| Peebles, for their Bridge, 400 marks inde - 00 13 -4- 
Nairn, for do. 400 marks inde 2566 13 4 
3 Fortroſe, for Public Works, 200 marks inde. JJC 
. ; Forres, for do. 250 marks inde. ds i „ 
Imverary, for their Harbour, 200 marks inde „ 
' Lanerk for their Bridge, 1000 marks inde | 3% Y oy 
Aberdeen, for their Harbour „%%% =» 2 Wh 
| Aberbrothock, for do. 300 marks 33 200 © 0 
1699 Cullen, for their Harbour 3 | [TT 8 
Aniruther Eafter, for do. 200 marks inde | 0 „ 
5 Carried forward ) £ | 8799 6 8 : 


Anny 


1700 


170 


SG hſqgow, for Loſs on Shipping 
1708 


1712 


Bruntiſland, for their Hirbour | 
Lochmaben, New Galloway, Sint 


18. 


Brought over 
North Berwick, for do. 300 marks inde - 


Kirkcaldy, for do. 200 marks 5 - 
Anſtruther W eſter, for do. as. — 
Edinburgh, in relief of Ces - 


Elgin, for their Harbour _ ES” oj 


RY — %%% Tr Te ng 
Bruntiſland, for their Harbour * 


Trade EY „„ 


: Whithorn, for Public Works | e jr 
Gn * N e 
1709 SLE 


Inverkeithing, for their Harbour 3 Wl 


Edinburgh, for defraying Expence of Repreſentations to 


Parliament, anent the Boroughs Right of fring their 
reſpective ee of the Ceſs — 


2 66 


1701 Edinburgh, in rey * ——— 
%% 3 
Pitten weem, for their Harbour 5 133 
Annan, for their Bridge eee 
1702 Jedburgh, in aid VV CFF 
Qs inburgh, in relief of Ceſs „ NESS 0 0 ns 
1703 The College of St. Andrews = MM 
1704 Jedburgh, in aid and relief 333 
__ ©.  Lanerk, of Supply = 95 e 60 
Aberbrothock, for their Harbour ß ˙ 200 
_ Peebles, for Public Works i 120 
K irkcudbright, of Supply 0 8 60 
e n 2a 100 
JJ 8 


1333 
| Edinburgh, for Expencec of AN in Parliameny, relating o : ” 
1200 
$4 
: 606 


1 Whithorn, T 5 100 
FF — - 
1710 St. Andrews, of 11TTTTTTT 
1711 Dundee, for their Harbour VVT 
Jedburgh, of aid - 3 „%%% 


OOO O GO 


O 
0 . 


& © 


ip cos vs 


© O O O O O O O ce ©0000 do ο ο a X 


0 


oo00000+m00 © 


Carried bernd 


1200 © 0 
32106 o 0 


Amo 


1713 


1714 


17154 


i 
1718 


1 7 19 


1720 


rad Ia * nary 1 
— — ee el "IV — * — * 
2 —— 2 — - 


43 
. 3 
Brought aver 32,106 o 0 
Schul, in aid of their Public Works N 3 103 6 8 
Peebles, of do. . „ e 0 
Expence incurred in promoting Bills i in Parliament, for en- f 
couraging of TRE 19 1200 © 0 
Queensferry, for their Harbour . ON 100 0 © 
Rothſay, for do. | So „ 100 0 1 
Inverkeithing, „r 5 100 0 © 
Dunbar, in aid 5 Highway of the he Burgh. 100. © 0 
Sanquhar, of aid = « —— 100 © O 
Dyſart, for their Harbour jJjjͤĩ ùö ͥ ö U 
Coupar, for Public Works „„ 
Ab.rbrothock, for their Z 180 0 o 


Expence ef Commſſioners ſent to London, reibe gg 
ſome propoſed alteration of the * upon F im, 5 
2561. 168. 6 c „„ , 3318 6 


0 


Whithorn, for their 8 ” „%%% 000 & 6- - 


., Commiſſioners Expence in ſoliciting payment of Drawback | | 


upon Fiſh and Corn, including Solicitor's Bil! 2460 o 0 


1721 Commiſſioners. Expence at London, anent the Scots Her- 
N Fiſhing Company, and other matters relative Dy 
co Trade, including Solicitor's Bil! : 08 o © 
2923: Selkirk, towards enabling them to bring in Water to that 3 . 
1723 1 of 1 . „ = 96 o o 
PEE, EY OO TO EO ny 144. O 
- Inverneſs, of do. 5 „% N 168 0 0 
Kirk wall, of do. . — 96 o o 
Dunfermline, of do: | 3 JJV 
MR. of © JJ) MN T9 
Culroſs, of do. 1 . 2 1 24 0 0 
8 r „% BD 1 
1724 Dundee, for their Harbour N 480 0 0 
© nt Aberbrothock, . for do. ms — om ANG 0-0 
0 o 


Ayr, for do. EE 3 480 


- Irvine, Kirkaldy, Inverneſs Kirkwall Dunfermline, \ Wick, 


. Culroſs, and Forfar, the fame aids as laſt =... 
amounting in the whole to 1 648 0 o 


— TIF IPG" . ” 


Carried forward : 51,638 19 4 
þ got TR 


Anno 


1725 


1726 


1727 


1728 8 
JJ V 
Brechin, for a Bleach-green »»—ñfa Lin 


Peebles, in aid of Public Works NUV 
. Sanquhar, for ditto HERE EC OT ah b 8 
Banff, for their Harbouurnr <= = 
Whithort ↄ TC 88 


( 58 ) 


OE" over 


Ditto Burghs, the ſame aids — a of 
Aberbrothock, for their Harbour - — 


Expence of Commiſſioners ſent to London eka we 
Malt Tax, 460l. fterl. inde - - 
Culroſs, for their Harbour — — 


Queensferry, of aid for three years, in all le T9. 
Commiſſioners expence at London, in ſoliciting Acts for 
encouraging the Fiſheries and Manufactures, and eſta- 


bliſhing the Board of Truſtees for that purpoſe, in- 


cCluſive of the expence for 0 their TR * 


all 8251. 1 — a 


Ni. B. Belides which they have ever ſinee paid ied: 
defraying the ſalary of the Secretary. of that Board, 


Kc. to the amount of 120l. ſterl. annually, which for 
60 years, amounts to 7200l. inde 


Crail, for their Harbour 


Bruntiſland, for their Harbour F TTY 
Queensferry, far do. e on . 


1729 


Elꝑin, for their Harbou. e 


730 


737 


—_ EET 


Dunbar, for do. „ 3 


Culroſs, for do. 1 3 „3 


Stranraer, in aid of Public Works | . 8 


Whithorn, for do. - Ws nn 7) 


| Inverkeithing, 7 YE 
Nairn, for Public Works 8 FFF 
| Coupar, for do. , TROTETT. <8 2 
Rothſay, for do. « + | EN + Ws 


Queensferry, for their Harbour 8 . 


Expence incurred in the Court of Exchequer, for recovery 


of Fiſh Debentures - — 


foe 8. d. 


648 


240 


— . 


0 
0 


20 


0 


0 O D s S g ee %o o 


S 0 0 0 


16 


51,638 19 4 
0 
* 


O 


Carried forward ö 1 


4Tꝙk22;V ͤͤͤÄö „„ ͤ — — — — . ee ee neon a, 
— — N 8 
_— 


— 


— | 


— — — KK 
( 59 ) 

| L. 
Anno Brought over 78, 821 
Kirkcudbright, i in aid of Public Works. 2 — 240 
Dornock, in aid of do. « 2 
1732 Culroſs, for their Harbout 2 — 72 
Ilgnverary, of ad — * > 240 
JJ. 8 7M 180 
1934 WA e 
Anſtruther Eaſter, for their Harbour B = 200 
_ Glafgow, of aid to their Weavers =< >. 0 
1735 Whithorn, for their Harbour - — 0 
Dingwall, for their Public Works 5 E 18 
Premium for promoting the making of Soap and Aſhes 60 


Expence of ſome Table Linen preſented to the Speaker of 
the Houſe of Commons, as a ſpecimen of the Scots 
Manufacture; in return whereto, he gave one hun- 
dred pounds ſterl. to be diſtributed in premiums, for 


2 
C3 


0: O 0:0 @. © a 00-0 


I ER ues en WIRE BOW Fre #39: 


0000000000 0+ > 


| promoting that Manufacture in Scotland JJ 
1736 Kintore, for their Public Works - We. o 0 
EK Kibrenny, for their Harbour IE en „ '0 
Caulroſs, for their Public Works 5 938 0 0. 
F737 Edinburgh, in aid of the n ba- „ 
Oe ed through a tumultuous. Mob „ 14, 000 0 © 
Kinghora, for their Harbou. PE * 0 0 
| Expence incurred in proſecuting fome Oppreſſors of the 5 
fe Fine = — — — . 0 0. 
1738 Expence incurred in promoting a Bill in Parlament, re- ou By 
= © ſpeting the Drawbacks on F oreign Linen ">... 0-0-0 
1739 Bruntiſland, for their Harbour - =—- 15 „ 0. 0 
19 oy Expence incurred for a Bill in Parliament, 1 Cali off 3 
. the Duties on Materials uſed in . +. : M$43 0 
.": 2940 Dyfar, of ad — %%% TS 
Fee of do. . . -_ 2 0 0 
T TT 
1743 Expence of ſoliciting i in Parliament a Bounty on the Ex- 8 © 
| portation of Linen — ö o ́ ͥꝓñf 2 06 
1744 Selkirk, of aid 120 0 0 
1745 Expence of ſoliciting FR 8 for me Scots Trade to. > py 
9 London and Holland . — 8 


98,518 4 4 


— —— — — 
bo — . — — ASD ten. — — Aw — — 


je oe —„——ê Ss, me 


2 LY | 


| 6 4 „ -0 
Anno Brought over 98,10 Auth 
G Expence incurred in ſoliciting Parliament for Encreaſing the * 
Bounty on Exportation of Linen ©7767-5008 2 0: 
Vo Crail, for their Harbour 8 8 „„ 
7 1747 Solicitor's expence reſpecting the AQ aboliſhing the Heri- 5 
TB. table Juriſdictions in Scotland - < oe 02172130: 
1748 Expence incurred in proſecuting of. Frauds committed — a” Ie: 
3 8 the. Importation of Foreign Linen, and obtaining e 85 
hiounties on the Exportation of Britiſh ditto | 0 * "ww $3 0 
5 Whittorn, for their Harbour I RA — 300 0 0 
1749 Pittenweem, for their Harbour . MP 120 "0-0 
Expence of an application to Parliament for opening the 
Trade to Hudſon's Bay - > — 379. 8 o 
Expence i in ſoliciting the Bill in Parliament, for encou- et: 
raging the Cod and Herring Fiſhings 17% o O 
„ various other ä % ta ke 199 4 © 
1750 Fain of md. = fe; — 5 e 8 9 
8 Jedburgh, of ditto, Fo Public Works ES - 11 i 240: 0:7 
„ Hyamouth, for their Harbor 360 0 0 
1751 Commiſſioners Expence, &c. in Sad in Parlament „„ 5 
. Bankrupt Law for Scotland rs ans 7 24 
1752 Nairn, for aid = 5 0 
1753 Expence of printing and diſperſing Propoſals for the carry- * 
Ingen certain Public Works in Edinburgh, and en- 
couragement to the Publiſher of the Hiſtory of that 
City, containing alſo the FEY of the 18955 Con- 8 
ESO © | 927. oi 0 
"3766 - Commiſſioners Expence and Solicitor 8 Bin, &e, in ol 3 55 
e the Linen Bounty, :! 1 ark: 2731 14 4 


1755 Expence of Commiſſioners, &c. anent the Linen Bounty 5393 18 0 
Io the Edinburgh Society, for nan. <a.) the Arts, ä 
„ Sciences, and Manufactures > 1260 o o | 

1756 Expence of ſoliciting and obtaining an Ad 3 Parliament N 
N for encouraging Open Boat, Herring and Cod Fiſhings 2628 0 o 

2 of Commiſſioners at London, in ſoliciting a re- 10 
neuwal of the Linen Bounty, including Solicitor's Bill 1255 54 2 * 
Expence of Proceſs and Appeal, in the Caſe of Kirkwall 


againſt Stromneſs, as unfree Traders 3 407 5 I 0 
: Carried forward 1 140,330 9 4 0 


( 61 ) 


1 


Anne Brought over 140,330 9 4 
1757 Salicitor's Bill, anent the Corn and Bar Iron Laws 329 16 0 
| Expence of diſcuſſing an Appeal relative to the Statute 
Works in Scotland, in ſo far as related to the ſulyeQ- 
7» ing of the Royal Boroughs 3297 13 o 
Kirkwall in relief of their Bygone Ceſs, of which Kirkwall Ef ok 
ought to have relieved them 3 350 O o 
Edinburgh Society for Improvement of Arts . and A 
Manufactures - - 630 o o 
1759 Inverneſs, of ad „„ - 600 o o 
Kinghorn, for their Harbous . 1800 © o 
1766 The Edinburgh r for Arts, Sciences, and 1 ES 
tures 7 - „„ e 0-0 
f 1761 Kinghorn, of ad . - 480 0 o 
1762 Expence of ſoliciting an alteration and arrangement in the * 
. cCourſe of the Poſt = - - 2491 10 oO 
RKothſay, for their Harbour V 6% 0 0 
3 Queensferry, for doo. 4 1720 © 0 
why The Edinburgh Society, for promoting ars, ae 5 
and Manufactures > 600 o 0 
: 170 Kinghorn, of aid, towards diſcuſſing an Appeal bwin 5 
- them and the Juſtices of the Peace + 1200 0 0. 
The Admiralty of Dunfermline, for repairing the Landing . 
Places at the paſſage of South and North Queensferry 720 o © 
The Edinburgh Society, for . sann. 5 
Manufacture fy - 600 o o 
 Queensferry, for their Harbour V 6 0 © 
nes Perth, of aid, towards erecting a Bridgo aeroſs wh % 600 0 oO 
= * Culroſs, for their Harbou. „ „„ 0 0 
„ of aid, towards ereftng a Bridge 0 over the North 8 
1 of aid. 85 — PF boo o © 
Expence of ſoliciting and hal an AQ, for iabliſhing OPS 
Ee, a Fund to promote the raifing of Flax 1:11} 2 0 
1769 Banff, for their Harbour —- _ e 0 0 
Iaverkeithing, fon de 99 0 8 
nnr „ N r e 0 O 
d | Brought over 188,996 10 4 


» i 
* 1 * 1 a 
1 * 
* * 2 * oy 
—— be wt Nat” . 
A 


8 - 
« —— — — —ſM—H—b) ——— — ſ.ũj —— 
. 


1 ” * a _— 
rere F 8 r — — * _ — n A . 
- ” ES Co Mr 9 22 = . BTR - . 0 N. * 4 —— * 
* — a * 4 4 ” 
- a < . 1 — — — _ 8 5 — _ 5 22 * 2 jou > = I — — * — — — v F 
: — , 5 2 * 0 

— 2 5 - « * "on 4 

O e * N « Pi 8 - 
| Fo 

* 
- * 1 
* 


1770 


1772 


5 L. . 
Brought e HY 188,996 10 
Expence in ſoliciting the Act for eſtabliſhing the Great | fog 
Canal betwixt the Firth of Forth and Clyde 15 509 12 
"one of Commiſſioners, in ſoliciting and eng che 
Acts for appropriating the Flax F und, and continu- EF: 
ation of the Bounties on the Exportation of Linens | 36; 309 I4 
Expence of Commiſſioners ſent to ES anent the 5 
| Linen Trade = - 1200 5.0 
The Admiralty of Dunfermline, for repairing th Landing 5 
Places at North and South Que See 3 200 0 
Elgin, for their Harbour .- & HE N pref o 
Expence of Commiſſioners, for their trouble bauen the 4 
Flax Fund and Linen Bounty | 2400, 0 


0 1773 Expence of Commiſſioners ſent to London, for folciting 


— further encouragement for the Linen AIG r 8 
Peterhead, for their Harbour 4 "00s. 0 
7 Expence of Commiſſioners ſent to London,” for Coliciting 8 


1778 


. 


1780 


| Aberbrothock, of aid e Was 2 1200 
Ditto, . - : 13 1200 
Kirkaldy, for their Harbor — ee 


( 


additional Duties on Foreign Linens ea includ- 1. (RS ; 


ning Svolicitor's Bills, and their trouble 12068 0 
1574 Aberbrothock, of aid and relief „„ 0 
1776 Whithorn, for their Harbour ED VC 
c 1. 
1777 Aberbrothock, of (ooo. 1200 0 


The Admiralty of Dunfermüne, for making — ww 
Landing Places at the North and Southr Queecefery 1200 


Expence of Commiſſioners ſent to London, for Pliciting . 
the appropriation of the Flax Fund in England, in 


cluding for their trouble, and Solicitor" 8 Bill, in all 3852 * 
Elgin, fer keit Harbour | — ES, = -- , 3200 0 


a,” 


And 1921. . which at this date, viz. n V 
mount to — _ 1536 20 0 

Solicitor's Bill, Shs obtaining an A for continuing the 8 
Linen Bounty 5 F „„ i 0 
Aberbrothock, of He 1200 © 0 
To Mr. George Chalmers, for elicting an alteration of es IDLE 
the Duties on Culm  -— 600 0 0 


0 


0 


Carried forward 2323 


Anno 


#784. 


1755 


1780 


+ 


0 


IF 
Brought over | a 6 4 
Paid of expence for ſoliciting the AR for manchen the | 
Colliers — 5 600 0 0 
Expence of Commiſſioners, a Solicitor's Bills, in obtain- EN 
ing a renewal of the Bankrupt Act 7 1405 oO o 
Expence of ſoliciting redreſs in regard to undue exadtions „ 
of Cuſtom-houſe Fees — F 2163 18 ; 
Expence of Commiſſioners, and Salicitor's Bills, mo as 
their trouble in obtaining the Linen and Cotton e 
- Bounty Act Ah 7466 14 
Expence incurred in follcitations wes an AQ for 3 N 
ing the Limits of Eſtuary Rivers in Scotland, Her- 
ring Fiſhery, and oppoſing. a propoled T ax on * 5 
and Water Carr; age 2718 8 
Montroſe, of aid, towards ereing a Bridge over the VVV 
South Er 8}Þ- - — — 60⁰0⁰ 0 0 
Solicitor s Eill, for obtaining the Act to continue and ren- rp 5 
der more effe tual the culture of Flax in Scotland 936 14 © 
Beſides the foregoing Sums, they for a number of years „„ 
back, have granted to ſundry Burghs reliefs to the 
amount of 3oool. annually, which for twenty * . 
back, does Rey amount to 3 bo 0 a 
. 35 C 0 4 


— 


— OE 


